Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 19789 271055Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AGRE-00 EB-08 CIAE-00 INR-07 
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UNCLAS TOKYO 19789 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, JA, US 

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL PROTESTERS AT EMBASSY AND CABINET 

1. EMBASSY WAS OBJECT OF ORDERLY DEMONSTRATION THIS 
AFTERNOON BY ABOUT 5,000 FARMERS FROM ALL JAPAN FARMERS 
COOPERATIVES PROTESTING OUR REQUESTS FOR MORE IMPORTS OP 
BEEF, ORANGES AND JUICE. 

2. EVENING PAPERS REPORT VISIT TO CABINET SECRETARY 
BY REPRESENTATIVES OP FIVE OPPOSITION PARTIES OPPOSING 
LIBERALIZATION OF IMPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND 
PLANS TO ADJUST RICE PRODUCTION. 

3. COMMENT: AGRICULTURAL GROUPS ARE OBVIOUSLY CON- 
CENTRATING ON JAPANESE DECISION MAKERS AS THEY FACE DUAL 
DECISION ON RESPONSE TO THE U.S. TRADE REQUESTS AND PRE- 
PARATION OF NEXT YEAR'S BUDGET. 
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